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 Humbly offered to the Honourable Houſe of Commons; 


concerning the Propoſed Repeal of an Het-tarely Paſſed 


to render the Laws Prohibitins the Importation of 
pe FD "WS A *. of , O 
Foreign Bvnelare, &Cc.” more Effettual. 


H E making Bonelace has been an ancient Manufacture of 

Emngland ; and the Wiſdom of our Parliaments all along 

thought it the Intereſt of this Kingdom to prohibit its Im» 

portation from Foreign Parts ; but the Laws formietty made 

not proving Effectual, one more ſtrict paled 36 Years 
ſince in the 14th of King Charles II. which faid Att recites, That great Num- 
bers of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom were then employ'd in making the ſaid 
ManufaFure. 

Since that time the ſame has encreaſed to a great Degree, till of late 
Years, the Art of Smugling being grown to greater Perfection tha for- 
merly, larger Quantities of Flarders-Lace have been Clandeſtinely 1m- 

rted, which occaſioned the Enforcing of the Former Prohibition Ads 
by a late One made in the 1oth Year of His preſent Majeſty. 


This has revived the ſaid Languiſhing Manufacture, and there are 
now abuve One hundred thonſand Heng in Fxgland who get their 


Living by it, and Earn by meer Labour Hve hundred thouſand Pounds 
2 Year, according to the loweſt Computation that can be made ; and the 
Perſons employed in it, are for the moſt part Women and Children, 
who have no other means of Subſiſtence. 

The Ergliſh are now arrived to make as good Lace, in Fineneſs, and 


| all other reſpedts, as any that is wrought in Flanders ; and particularly 


fince the late A& fo great an ns yy ys is made that way, that itt 
Buckinghamſhire the higheſt prized Lace they uſed to make was about 
Eight Shillings per Yard, and now they make Lace there of above Thirty 
Bhillings per Yard 3 and in Dorſetſhire and Devonſhire they now make 
Lace' worth Six Pound per Yard ; and in other Places proportionably. 

Some of the Dealers in Flarders-Lace ſuggeſted when the laſt At was 
pa That by it the Retailers Shops would be Rifled, and they Har- 
Tafſed, and many other Inconveniencies would enſue; none of which 
have happened, nor have the Shopkeepers now made any Complaint: 
The At has only in ſome Meaſure anſwered the honeſt Intent of it, 
to Encourage a great Manufaure- of our. own, and to Diſcourage Smug- 
lers and Unfair Traders, 


If the ſaid A& ſhould now be repealed, it had rhuch better not have 
been made; for if a Prohibition ſtand, as by the former Ads it will, 
and that which ſhould render it Effe&tual is taken away, all the World 
will conclude the meaning of the Parliament to be, That the former 
Ads ſhould be winked at, and the Officers will Act accordingly ; And 
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this will become a Snare to a great many Honeſt and Induſtrious Peos 
ple who have Set up and Encouraged the Making of Fine Bagelace, 
as well as take away the Livelihood of thoſe who,were betore ia the 
Trade ; and/will be the firſt Inſtance in Exgland, That ſeveral Laws: re- 
mained in Force, and another to render them Efte&ual was Repealed. 
If we ſhall judge by the ſame Rules, as in other Matters, and not by 
the Suggeſtions of Private Perlons concerned in Intereſt, it will be 
found, That the late A& about Lace was not the Cauſe of the Com- 
laint in Flanders, nor any Inducement to the Prohibition of our 
Woollen Manufa&ure there. It 1s certain they do not only nat give 
that for any Reaſon in the Placact which contains the Prohibition, but 
they expreſly give other Reaſons for it ; as appears by a Copy of the 
Preamble of the ſaid Placaet : The Tranſlation whereof follows. 


HARLES, by the G2 ice of God, Ring cf Caſtile, &c. Foraſ- 
1 muth as We are infozmed by the Gzeat Complaints whitb are 
made troUs# by ſeveral Deputics of Dur Cities, wbo bad firſt beard the 
General Complat1ts of th: Jnbhaticants thereof, of rhe g2zeart anti- 
ties of all ſazrs af Fozeign Fpanufazures that wire Uended and-Sclo 
in theſe Paris of Pur Zouminion,, eſpectally the —— of 
CGHoo!l!, whereby gzeat part of Our Jnland Manufacnures are come 
to nothing, and Dur goo). Subjeae, by means thereof, cannor. cara 
their Libviagg in Pur C:uniry, and therebp babe been necc(licated tg 
refire' tiito other Ringbomg and Countries, where -tbep are deratued 
by ſunday Pzom'ſes, and other Encouragements; which was come Ca far, 
as thar the (aid Ringdaus and Countries being now conc P2odi- 
ded with Wozk-people, the Jmp/2cation of Qur Woollen Panufagures 
into them was P?hibited, avh (p g2eac cies [aid on tbe reft. that tbe 
ſaid Duties might ve eneemed inviTealy a Pzobibirion ; All wh. ch rendg 
not only to the gzeat Pzczylice of Us and Pur Subjcas, bur alſo to the 
total Kuin of ibe Favgicks of 4b:le Countries, and particularly of rhat 
of the CQoollen Pavutacure. Wiherefuge foz pzebention thereof, and.to 
encourage Our (aid Subjeas fa cauſe the ſaid Uinollen Yanufagures co 
Flourilh, and to be Re-eftablifhcd in this Counirp, and w:th cbeir w- 
molt Feal ty Reſtoze this Fabztck, We, by the Auvige, &c. | 


Then follows the Prohibition , which Forbids alt Woollen Mann- 
facture, &c. to be Imported after Six Weeks, and allows Two Yeats for 
the Spending what is there. | 


Hereby it ax__ $596 | " 

1. That they bave only Prohibited the Wooten ManufyRure 
from Exglzpd, but from. Helfand, French Flanders, and ather Parts 

2. That thc Reaſon, of ſo, doing, was, That ſome had, Prohibited their 
Wyoollcn Manufactures, agd others bad laid: ſo great Dutjes uport ather 
Manufa&turcs of theirs, that it amounted to a Prohibition. Neither of 
which Reaſons can be applied to the late At 'about Lace, but to the 
high Duty. upon their Brown Linnens,; which is that, which they are 
really aggrieved at, and not the other,: For, © + their Brown Linnens 
arg.in 2 manner Prohibited thereby : Secondly, The Lace which uſed to 
come for Egland, is but. a ſmall; Part of their whole Lace-Trade;, for 
they vend it to Llolland, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, France, Spain, How 
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\aral, &e. wheres we make it chiefly *to terve our own Cor atr' arid 
Plantatrons. LE BELT | 


By late Advices from Flayderr, it ſaid, Thar the great Projethal 
Wanufattarc of Cloth and 6cher Things, are$4niſhed into Seat, atter 
tving ben talked of for above Two Years Sand that there 53 a Pro- 
#pett that the Prohibition world be taken-off, and the Trade batweth 
them and Ereglund and Holland ſoon de opened (again. | | 
**?An4 this they will find Reafort to do, left we ſhould Probiibit thet: 
Emnens, which is ot more Concern to thewthan their Lace, the lareer 
Þdring made for the moſt part by \ the Nuns.” However, the Eating the 
high Doty on their Brown Linnens, will -b!x* an Advantage to themn, 
and no Loſs to the Crown i OCnſtoms,* becaue little of it can be uſed 

- "They in Flanders have often ttempted :o-recover their VVoollen NMa- 
mufature; but for- many Reafons, which till remain in force, could 
-never accompliſh it. TIN BIS | | MYR 


_ The Lace Manufafture in Prytend is the greateſt next to the! Woollef, 
and maintains a multitude of \People, which otherwiſe the Parithes 
muſt, and that would ſoon prove 4 heavy Bunthen, cven to thoſe Coh- 
cerned in the Woollen Manutacture.: / 7.0 | - 


"Wherefore it is humbly hoped!, | That the Honourable. Houſe: df 
COMMONS will be very deliberate in a Matter of ſuch Moment, in- 
aſmuch as on the Reſolution which ſhall be taken in this Aﬀair, depends 
the Well-being or Ruin of numerous Families in their own Country. 

Many Laws have been made to fet our Poor on Work ; and it is 
hoped none will be made to take away Work from Multitudes who 
are already Employed. . 


Here follows an Account of the Numbers of the People in-a few 
Places, which get their Living by Making of Lace, certified by Perſons 
of Reputation ; and if there were time to procure the reſt, it would ap- 
pear that there are much above One hundred thouſand. 


bs 


Downton (Wilts.) 5356 | Solbery Dit. 155 
Sarune Ditto 1081 | Oving n Dit. 66 
IWWeſton Turvill ( Bucks.) 96 | Swanburn Dit. 129 
Holton Ditt. 74 | Ruainton Dit. 116 
Aylesbury Ditt. 429 | Bow Brickbull Dit. 140 
Buckland Beathong Ditt. 59 | North Crawley Dit. 403 
Drayton Beuchamp : Ditt F Fenny Stratford Dit. "192 
Aſton * Abbots 7 ey Dit. 1392 , 
Hanſlop  _ Dit. $830 | Newport Parnell ' Dit. 13758 
Mmrſley * Dit. 114 | Stony Stratford Dit. Br 7 
Newnton Longuile It. 189 Dit. 654 
Blechbey Dit. 150 | Gancock Dit. ”7 
Stoakhamon Dir. 78 | Chard Dit. 1936 
Blecheley \ Dit. 101 | Blandford Dit. - 500 
Whitchurch | Dit. 119 | Wincanton, and Wy 
North Marſton Dit. 136 | Adjacent Pariſhes. 45 
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Centun alias Donter (Neth) ys 4 
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* 7% 
Dit. 127 
Die 598 
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Dit 64 
Dit. 15 
Dit. = 
Dit. 442 
Dit. 101 
Dit. 259 
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Dit. 554 

Bedford) 652 

174 

87 

41 
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In all 23358 
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